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time was moreover consumed in negotiations with the Ligu-
rians. The relation of all the historians is more or less ob-
scure. We constantly find gaps which can be filled only by
guess-work. Such gaps, in the case of a master like Hanni-
bal, are the more to be regretted, as we often have to pass
over some incident or lapse without a proper understanding
of the conditions, and thereby lose half the benefit of our
study.

The reason why Hannibal did not endeavor to take Placen-
tia and Cremona, so as to deprive the Eomans of their last
foothold in cisalpine Gaul, is probably that he had no mate-
rial wherewith to conduct a siege. In fact, he appears to
have had none during his entire campaign in Italy. Men-
tion of such is nowhere made. Moreover, Hannibal seemed
always to feel, and it was probably true, as of Frederick,
that his proper strength was on the battle-field, or in strategic
combinations, and not in sieges. He had no time to sit down
before strong places. The only siege in which his ability was
ever brought strongly to the fore was that of Saguntum.
And the holding by the Eomans of these places in no wise
militated against his general scheme. He did his work with
as much liberty as if they had been in his own possession.
They were effectually masked by his alliances with the neigh-
boring Gauls, and each contained but a small garrison. They
were in fact soon evacuated.

The whole of cisalpine Gaul thus fell into the hands of
Hannibal. He was now very eager to disembarrass his hosts,
the Gauls, from the burden of his army, and to make them
yet warmer allies by giving them a chance at the riches of
Italy. But the severity of the season prevented his carrying
out the expedition he had planned into Etruria, and forced
him to winter in Gaul. He took up his quarters in Liguria. were not so easy ined
